20" International Chamber Choir Competition Marktoberdorf 2027
May 1418, 2027

Application information

“What began as a vision in 1989 in the heart of the Allgdu has quickly developed into one of the
world’s most renowned competitions for chamber choirs. In 2027, over the Whitsun weekend, this
festival will mark its 20th anniversary, looking back on an astonishing journey of artistic excellence.
World-class international ensembles will perform at the highest standards before a distinguished jury
and in numerous concerts in the Allgau.

Combining Bavarian hospitality with the highest international standards, Marktoberdorf is and will
remain a beacon of artistic excellence from all over the world.”

(Prof. Georg Griin, Artistic Director International Chamber Choir Competition Marktoberdorf)

MODfestivals e.V., the organizer of the International Chamber Choir Competition Marktoberdorf, invites
chamber choirs from all over the world to apply for the 20" International Chamber Choir Competition,
taking place from May 14-18, 2027.

Objective

The International Chamber Choir Competition Marktoberdorf brings together the world’s best chamber
choirs to provide them with the opportunity to compare with each other artistically. It serves as a platform
for exchange on choral literature, interpretations, styles and techniques — and as a forum for the
promotion of outstanding mixed chamber choir music.

Artistic Director
Prof. Georg Griin

The Artistic Director is responsible for the competition’s artistic concept and is not a member of the jury.
Character of the Competition

The ICCC 2027 is an invitation-only competition. From the applications received, the supervising committee
and the Artistic Director will select a maximum of twelve chamber choirs to take part. The selection will be
based on the following criteria:

«  Artistic quality, as demonstrated by the a cappella recordings submitted

«  Programmatic coherence and profile of the proposed competition repertoire
« International diversity of the participating choirs

«  The choir’s history in the context of international concerts and competitions

The supervising committee of the International Chamber Choir Competition Marktoberdorf consists of
internationally experienced choir experts. The committee selects the compulsory piece, appoints the jury
members, selects the participating choirs and decides on the awarding of prizes and special prizes in
cooperation with the head of the jury.



Members of the Committee

«  Prof. Dr. Hans Jaskulsky, Germany (head of the committee)
+  Mauro Barbierato, Germany/Italy

+  Marleen de Boo, Belgium

+  Sonja Greiner, Germany

+  Prof. Georg Griin, Germany (also the Artistic Director)

+  Mihela Jagodic, Slovenia

+  Cecilia Martin-Lof, Sweden

+  Dr. Stefan Wolitz, Germany

Category
Mixed Chamber Choirs (mixed voices, 16-32 singers)

Application and Admission

Applications for participation in the 20" International Chamber Choir Competition 2027 must be submitted
online at www.kammerchorwettbewerb.org by October 31, 2026, 23.59 CET, along with the necessary
supplementary documents sent via e-mail to the festival office.

The supervising committee of the competition, which is responsible for the International Chamber Choir
Competition and made up of international choral experts, will determine admission by December 15, 2026.

Participation Requirements
Choirs meeting the following requirements are eligible to apply for the 20" International Chamber Choir
Competition 2027:

« The choir is a non-professional ensemble, meaning the majority of members do not earn their living
through singing. Choirs from music conservatories and academies are eligible to apply.

+ The number of singers ranges from a minimum of 16 to a maximum of 32.

+ The entire choir must be present during the festival, from May 14-17, 2027, at all times, with an
unconditional willingness to participate in additional events beyond the competition (concerts,
meetings, closing events, possibly church services, etc.) without compensation.

« Consent for recordings and broadcasts by the press, radio, and television, as well as photo, video, and
audio recordings, including their publication and reproduction by the organizer, is granted, and the
resulting rights are transferred.

Choirs that have received a 1t prize at the 19t International Chamber Coir Competition 2025 are ineligible to
participate.

Application Documents
The following documents must be submitted via e-mail, along with the online application:
+ Curriculum vitae (continuous text) and three photos each (print resolution, at least 300 dpi) of the choir
and its conductor
+ Repertoire list
« List of significant concerts both domestically and internationally
- List of previous participations and achievements in competitions
+ A cappella recordings of the choir from the last four years (live; approximately 15 to 30 minutes; with
content description: work title, composer, dates), including at least one piece from each of the following
stylistic periods:
+ Renaissance/Baroque
« 19%/20* Century (Romanticism/Impressionism)


http://www.kammerchorwettbewerb.org/

« 20t/21° Century (composed after 1950)
+ Proposed program for the two competition rounds with time specifications
+ Proposals for one of more 35 to 45-minute concert programs (sacred/secular, possibly folkloric and in
national costume, possibly with instruments)

Program Guidelines
The competition consists of two rounds.

In the competition program of the 1st round, only a cappella literature is allowed. Up to three necessary
percussion instruments may be permitted upon request and submission of the score. The performance
duration is a minimum of 15 and a maximum of 20 minutes, uninterrupted by applause. The "performance
duration" refers to the time from the beginning of the first piece to the end of the last, not the actual singing
time. There is a compulsory work (see below). The committee recommends using the virtual choral music
library "Musica International” (www.musicanet.org) for program planning.

Each choir performs at least one piece from each of the following stylistic periods:
+ Renaissance/Baroque until 1750
« 19%/20% Century (Romanticism/Impressionism)
. 20%/215t Century (composed after 1950)

One stylistic period will be covered by the compulsory work. The performance duration of works from each
period is a minimum of three to four minutes. Additional works can be chosen freely. It is allowed to reduce the
number of singers by a maximum of 50% for Renaissance and Baroque repertoire (minimum of 16 persons) —
however solo singing of an individual voice is not permitted. Only one composition by the choir's conductor is
permitted at most. The presentation of a world premiere is most welcome (see possibly special prizes).

Compulsory Work for Mixed Choirs

Charlotte Seither: Wings/Departure (2027) (Commissioned composition for the 20™ International Chamber Choir
Competition), duration approx. 4 minutes, published by Barenreiter [BA11651D]

Excerpts from the commissioned composition will be available for viewing from July 2026, and the full score will
be available as a PDF for admitted choirs from December 1, 2026.

The world premiere will take place at the 20™ International Chamber Choir Competition Marktoberdorf 2027.

In the 2" competition round, each choir has a performing time of ten minutes for a freely chosen program,
which may include instrumental accompaniment and dance. The program should showcase the choir’s cultural
characteristics and unique talents.

Assessment

The jury consists of five jury members. The members’ names will be published on
www.kammerchorwettbewerb.org. The Artistic Director is not part of the jury and does not take part in the
jury’s discussions.

Assessment is based on various criteria, including:

« Technical performance: Intonation, rhythm, phrasing, accuracy in respect of the written text,
pronunciation

«  Artistic performance: Tempo, agogics, dynamic flexibility, text interpretation, faithful interpretation of
style, choral sound
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- Composition of the program: Versatility, dramaturgy and internal coherence of the competition
program

Each performance is evaluated as a whole (one score per jury member per round, on a scale of 0 to 25). The
scores from the 1*tand 2" rounds of the competition are weighted ina 2: 1 ratio (Round 1 =2/3, Round 2 =1/3
of the total score).

There is no elimination of the highest and lowest scores; all five scores are included in the overall evaluation.
Each choir's total score will be announced when the results are announced.

The jury's decisions are final and may not be legally challenged. All jury members are bound by confidentiality
regarding the assessment and details of the discussions.

Each choir's competition performance is confirmed with a certificate.

Prizes and Special Prizes
Up to three prizes can be awarded. The committee, in coordination with the jury and management, may decide
on prize division and changes to the prize sums.

+ 1% Prize: € 3.500

- 2" Prize: € 2.500

« 3" Prize: € 1.500
Additionally, several special prizes will be awarded. These will be published on www.kammerchorwettbewerb.org
in due course.

Feedback Session
Participating choirs have the opportunity to take part in a feedback session with members of the jury following
the competition.

Accommodation, Meals and Transportation

Accommodation and meals (for singers and the choir's conductor, max. 33 people) are provided free of charge for
the choir during the festival from May 13/14-19, 2027, in double or shared rooms, private accommodations, and
with host families in Marktoberdorf and the surrounding area. MODfestivals will provide local transportation to all
competition, concert, and festival venues.

Travel to and from Marktoberdorf is not included; each choir is responsible for arranging and covering the costs of
its own travel to and from Marktoberdorf.

Participation Fee

« Singersand Conductor: €90 per person
«  Accompanying persons (not subsidized): € 750 per person for the entire duration of the festival

Accompanying persons receive the same benefits (accommodation, full board, local transportation). The
amounts are calculated to ensure cost neutrality for non-subsidized persons. For shorter stays, a prorated daily
rate may be available; please contact the festival office.

By February 1, 2027, each choir must submit a binding number of participants, along with an accompanying
list of names, to the festival office. Consequently, the choir will receive an invoice for the participation fee,
which must be transferred within 14 days of receiving the invoice.



Funding Options

For choirs from countries listed on the DAC List of ODA Recipients of the Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development, the participation fee can be reduced. There is also the possibility of travel cost
support from the Goethe-Institute.

The application process is solely through the festival office after approval for the competition and never by the
choir itself.

Schedule
May 13/14, 2027 Arrival (Choirs from overseas or outside Europe must arrive on May 13)
May 14, 2027 Opening Concert and soundchecks
May 15, 2027 Competition 1** Round
Concerts in the Allgdu region
May 16, 2027 Competition 2" Round
Concerts in the Allgdu region
May 17,2027 Church Services, Feedback sessions with jury members
May 17,2027 Announcement of results and Prizegiving Ceremony
Closing Concert
May 18, 2027 Departure
May 18, 2027 Concerts in the Allgau region (optional and in consultation with the festival organizers)
May 19, 2027 Optional departure

Following the Chamber Choir Competition, the International Masterclass in Choral Conducting with
Conducting Competition will take place (May 18-22, 2027).

There is a possibility of going on a short tour in Germany afterward, consisting of 3-4 concerts, organized by
MODfestivals e.V. — with concerts in Stuttgart and Aachen, among other cities. When applying, please indicate
whether the choir is interested in the tour.

Sponsors and Supporters

We extend our gratitude to all sponsors and supporters who enable the realization of the 20 International
Chamber Choir Competition 2027, including the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media,
the Bavarian State Ministry of Science and Art, the Goethe-Institute, the Ostallgdu Regional District, and the
town of Marktoberdorf.

Data Protection

The processing of personal data is necessary for the planning and execution of the competition. This
processing is governed by the provisions of the European General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), the
Federal Data Protection Act (BDSG), and, where applicable, other relevant legal provisions.

The purpose of collecting this data is to organize the International Chamber Choir Competition Marktoberdorf,
including planning, execution, accommodation, meals, as well as documentation and evaluation of the
competition.

We collect only the data necessary to verify eligibility and to carry out the competition. For more information
on data protection, visit www.kammerchorwettbewerb.org.
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Contact

MODfestivals e.V. | Telephone: +49 8342 42048-12 | E-Mail: office@modfestivals.org
Kemptener Str. 4 | 87616 Marktoberdorf | Germany

As of: June 2026 - Subject to change.
In case of dispute, the German version of the application information is valid.
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